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SUBJECT: FY 79 IMETP FOR VENEZUELA 

REE: CARACAS 3267 

1. DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS YOUR POSITION OUTLINED IN 
REETEL, BUT IS NOT PERSUADED THAT A GRANT TRAINING 
PROGRAM FOR VENEZUELA CAN BE DEFENDED BEFORE THE 
CONGRESS. CONGRESS' INTENT AS EXPRESSED IN REPORT 
NUMBER 94-848 OF FEBRUARY 24, 1976 WAS THE REASON 

FOR ENDING GRANT IMETP. THE $100,000 FOR "REGIONAL 
ACTIVITIES" WAS PERMITTED BY THE CONGRESS, BUT PM 
CONTENDED WHEN DRAWING UP THE FY 1979 SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE BUDGET REQUEST THAT DOD AND ARA HAD NOT 
DOCUMENTED ANY INSTANCE OF SUCH ACTIVITIES WHICH 
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WOULD JUSTIFY CONTINUING EVEN THAT SUM. 

2. IF EMBASSY CAN ILLUSTRATE SOME REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 
IN WHICH THE VENEZUELANS WOULD WISH TO PARTICIPATE 
UNDER IMETP, DEPARTMENT MIGHT RECONSIDER THE EY 1979 
DELETION. ALSO, AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, CONGRESSIONAL 
INTENT WAS NOT TO BLOCK THE SELLING OF TRAINING TO 
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VENEZUELA. TRAINING UNDER FMS IS AVAILABLE IE THE 
VENEZUELANS WANT TO PAY EOR IT. CHRISTOPHER 
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